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October 11 – 15, 2026

 
	Sunday, October 11th 
	Activity
	Location

	9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
	Registration table open 
	Regency ABC

	10:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
	Vendor Load-in
	Regency ABC

	2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
	Buses load for Bowyer Farm
	Meet in lobby

	3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
	Buses Load for Ice Breaker
	Meet in Lobby

	5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
	Icebreaker at Bowyer Farm
	Bowyer Farm

	
	
	

	Monday, October 12th
	Activity
	Location

	7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
	Registration table open 
	Regency ABC

	7:30 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.
	First Time Attendee Meet & Greet Breakfast 
	Sungarden #1

	8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
	Welcome Remarks & Keynote Introduction 
	Regency ABC

	9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
	Session 1: KEYNOTE: John Kamanga - SORALO
	Regency ABC

	10:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
	Snack Time & Vendor Trade Show
	Regency ABC

	10:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
	Vendor Trade Show
	Regency ABC

	10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
	Session 2
	

	
	Lantern Festivals - What to Know Before You Glo
	Regency E

	
	Waste Management & Diversion Panel
	Regency F

	
	Bird-Safe Buildings: Designing With Native Birds In Mind
	Regency G

	
	LSS in Construction Panel
	Buckeye AB

	12:00 p.m. – 12:55 p.m.
	Lunch
	Regency ABC

	1:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
	Presenting Sponsor: Smarter Habitats, Happier Guests: The AI-Powered Future of Asset Management with Siemens AMS
	Regency ABC

	1:45 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.
	Session 4
	

	
	Eliminating the disconnect between zoos, architects, CMs, and Zoo specialty contractors.
	Regency E

	
	Improving Zoo Stormwater Retention Systems for Sustainability and Operational Efficiency  
	Regency F

	
	Bright Ideas for Better Habitats: An Overview of UV Light Supplementation in Zoos and Aquariums
	Regency G

	
	Mental Health Roundtable
	Buckeye AB

	3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
	Business Meeting – Elections & 2027 Conference Host Presentations
	Regency ABC

	4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m.
	Session 5   
	

	
	Stakeholder Engagement in Design & Construction
	Regency E

	
	Climate Resilience Through the Lens of Climate-Experienced Loss  
	Regency F

	
	Large Animal Moves: Planning for Life, Loss, and Logistics Roundtable
	Regency G

	
	Closing the Loop: Building an Integrated Waste Diversion Program for Cleaner, Greener Zoos
	Buckeye AB

	5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
	Vendor Mixer
	Ballroom Foyer

	After 7:00 p.m.
	Dinner on your own: Meet Ups on Whova
	

	
	
	

	Tuesday, October 13th
	Activity
	Location

	8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
	Registration table open
	

	7:30 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.
	Vendor Only Breakfast
	Regency North Foyer

	8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
	Morning Reminders and Activity
	Regency ABC

	9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
	Vendor Trade Show
	Regency ABC

	9:30 a.m. – 10:25 a.m. 
	Session 6
	

	
	Solar Installations Panel with Melink Solar - Design/Proposal Analysis, Pre-construction Prep, Construction, & Closeout
	Regency E

	
	Management by Objective vs Management by Directive
	Regency F

	
	The Science of Sound: Sound Level Measurement at Brookfield Zoo 
	Regency G


	
	Things You Wish You Would Have Known About PVC
	Buckeye ABC

	10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
	Snack Time & Vendor Trade Show
	Regency ABC

	11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
	Session 7
	

	
	You Can't Grow That Here: Hydroponic Farms at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo
	Regency E

	
	Structural Engineering Utilizing 3D Point Cloud Scanning Technology
	Regency F

	
	Ready, Set, Generate: Building Strong Emergency Power Plans Roundtable
	Regency G

	
	Nets Unlimited: Mesh Repair
	Buckeye AB

	12:00 p.m. – 12:55 p.m.
	Lunch
	Regency ABC

	1:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
	Presenting Sponsor - Kuntze USA
	Regency ABC

	1:45 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.
	Session 9
	

	
	New Approach to Giraffe Barn Design 
	Regency E

	
	Facilities Community Impact - How To
	Regency F

	
	Sustainability Certifications
	Regency G

	
	Managing People is Hard
	Buckeye AB

	2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
	MacGyver Award
	Regency F

	2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
	Break & Vendor Trade Show
	Regency ABC

	3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
	Closing Notes from Host and Oncoming President - Passport Contest
	Regency ABC

	4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
	Closing Keynote
	Regency ABC

	5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
	Vendor Load-out
	Regency ABC

	After 6:00 p.m.
	Dinner on your own – Meetups on Whova
	

	
	
	

	Wednesday, October 14th  
	Activity
	Location

	8:45 a.m.
	Buses load for Cincinnati Zoo and Botanic Gardens
	Meet in lobby

	9:15 a.m. 
	Lite Welcome Breakfast
	Cincinnati Zoo

	10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
	Open House / BTS
	Various

	12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
	Lunch & Group Photo
	Elephant Trek

	3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
	Buses load and return to hotel
	

	
	
	

	5:30 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.
	Load buses for Sign Museum
	Meet in lobby

	6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
	Closing Banquet
	Sign Museum

	
	
	

	Thursday, October 15th
	Activity
	Location

	9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.
	Buses load for Newport Aquarium
	Meet in lobby

	10:00 a.m. – 10: 15 a.m.
	Welcome  
	Newport Aquarium

	10:15 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
	Explore on your own or optional BTS tours
	Newport Aquarium

	12:00 p.m.
	Boxed lunches available
	Riverside Room

	1:00 p.m.
	Buses load for hotel return
	 



Note: For those joining the post-conference tour, DO NOT book flights departing earlier than 4:00 p.m. on 10/15.
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